
Attributes of Grace – Lesson 1 – Understanding What Grace is… 
 
Key Questions: What is Grace? 
Why do we need Grace? 
 
Definitions of Grace: 
 

1. Grace v. Mercy 
not synonymous – God’s mercy provides grace.  
Grace = mercy + … 
Grace is NOT directly defined in Scripture. Grace is described. 
 

2. Old Testament Grace  
“chesed” - Hebrew word (concept) one which William Tyndale translated as loving-
kindness; core concept centers on the faithfulness & forbearance needed to make the 
covenant relationship continue, despite man’s sin. The merciful restoration of a broken 
relationship. 
 

3. New Testament Grace 
“charis” – Greek word used by Jesus only in John & Luke.  Parables express the 
concept that grace was God's to give, God's sole prerogative, and that it was freely 
offered. (vineyard parable Mat 20:15-16; or Prodigal Son Lk 15:11-32) 

 
The 4 Truths of Grace or How we need to understand God’s Grace: 
 

1. Man’s Misunderstanding 
a. Man Thinks: man is basically good (Pelagian heresy & liberal theology) 
b. God’s Truth: man is fallen & is an enemy of God 
 

2. The Retributive Justice of God 
a. Man Thinks: evil needs to be tolerated as long as possible. Man typically “ignores” sin 
as long as possible 
b. God’s Truth: God must punish sin.  
 

3. Man is Spiritually Impotent 
a. Man thinks: he has the power to appease God or to get God to the point where He 
won’t say “no”.  (Rom 3:20 – 23) 
b. God’s Truth: only God can restore the relationship through Jesus Christ 
 
Man falls into the “Circle of Irony” – see below 
 
Paul Washer in preaching on the Holiness of God highlights the reminder that it only took 
ONE sin by Adam & Eve in the Garden to separate Man for all history from God. Before 
sin, it was a perfect relationship with God. 
 

4. God is Sovereign in His Freedom 
a. Man thinks:  it is God’s “job” to love, forgive & accept His creation. 
b. God’s Truth: God does not rely on His creation, man, for His well-being. (Rom 9:16) 

 
 



Through the ages – How did God show or exhibit Grace (Common)? 
 

 Creation – God provides all that we need to live 
 

 Law – provision of a system to gain access to God 
 

 Time – God’s long suffering. Now & into the tribulation to come. 
 
What are the Attributes of Grace? 
 
Grace is the “power” or “force” behind everything of God. It is what God uses to “do” 
 
Grace is made up with 7 general attributes or characteristics.  

1. Unselfishness 
2. Acceptance 
3. Giving 
4. Forgiveness 
5. Cost 
6. Wisdom 
7. Passion 

 

 
 

1. Man 
Sins 

2. God’s 
Grace 
Saves 

3. Man’s Inability to 
Pass-on God’s Grace 

Man falls into Un-grace 
to his fellow man. The 

Circle of 
Irony 


