
Church History – Lesson 4 – The Doctrine of Grace & the Medieval Church  
(c. 400 – 1500 AD) 
 
Key Questions: 
1. From a philosophical point of view - How would you justify an immoral lifestyle? 
 
2. How can a good God permit evil, pain & suffering to exist? 
 
Additional Info: What is “rhetoric”? It is the art of speaking or writing effectively. Using 
words & thoughts succinctly. 
 
Augustine (c. 354 – 430 AD): a true seeker 
Early life – Rogue, philosopher – Godly mother Monica, pagan father 
 
Life quests – total fulfillment – physical, fame, fortune, success as a rhetorician 
 
Awakening – befriended by Ambrose, the bishop of Milan; Holy Spirit prompted Augustine to read 
& study Romans 
 
Thru God’s Word he discovered 3 Powerful things: 
 

1. Truth in the Person of Jesus Christ – Rom. 1:1 - 4 
 

2. Power to shatter bondage – Rom: 5:20 - 23 
 

3. Peace for living – Rom 5:2B – 5, 11; 8:37 - 39 
 
Augustine produced 3 main works: 

1. defended the free-grace gospel – God is at the center of everything 
vs. Pelagius – denied original sin; man-centered theology 
Augustine presented the fact that salvation is totally & causatively effected by God 
 

2. “Treatise on the Holy Trinity” – free-will 
free will for all sentient, created beings; angels & man 
grace is the only explanation for redemption 
 

3. “City of God” – first Christian philosophy of history – later influence of Calvin & Luther 
 
“You [God] made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds rest in you.” – “Confessions” 
Book 1:1 
 
Gregory I & the early Roman Catholic Church  
Considered by most protestants to be the first pope. 
 
Main works: 

1. organized the Papal system 
 
 

2. promoted missionary activity throughout western Europe 
 
 



3. “stabilized” life after the fall of the Roman empire 
provided stability due to the lack of government 
 

 
2 significant early missionaries: 

1. Patrick - Ireland 
over 100k saved through his ministry, set in place Christianity which spread to European 
mainland 
 

2. Boniface - Germany 
general purge of “lazy” clergy, brought women in as missionaries, returned zeal to the local 
church 

 
Other significant “works” of the Church: 
Spread of the church throughout Europe 
systematized theology  
Reasoning & Faith are complementary 
 
 
A “Busy” Season of History (c. 600 – 1500 AD): 
 
Rise of Islam (c. 600 AD) 
 
 
Crusades (1095 – 1291 AD) 
All but the first were un-successful 
relics – pieces of Jesus’ cross; thorn from His crown, scraps of clothing, pieces of bones of saints, 
etc.; brought back & “sold” in local churches 
 
 
The “End” of an Era (c. 1300 – 1500 AD) 

1. Internal Corruption  
monastic systems  
indulgences 
buying & selling of church offices 
immorality 
 

2. The Great Schism – RCC vs. the Orthodox Churches (Greek, Russian, etc) 
eastern v western 
“infallibility” of the pope – ex-cathedra (from the throne) 
began c. 1000 – finished about 1450 
 

3. Significant Inventions 
Wycliffe – late 1300’s, translated Bible into English 
serves to torpedo Catholicism => pope, priests, transubstantiation 
 
Gutenberg – printing press, movable type, greater availability of the Bible to the people 

 


