
Essential Doctrines of the Christian Faith – Lesson 6 – The Doctrine of 
Salvation, the How - Part 1 

 
Word of the Week:  Antinomy – a contradiction between two statements that seem equally 
reasonable 
 
Key Question: Why must Christians understand Salvation? 
There is a problem reconciling God’s love & grace against his holiness & righteousness. All 
aspects of the character of God must be satisfied. 
 
Means of Salvation in History 
 
Pagan –  

Defined by Man via myth 
  
 Carried out by man 
 
 To Satisfy man 
 
Jewish or People of the Covenant –  
  Defined by God through His revelation; prophets, the Law; God required a sacrifice, 
certain instances provided the sacrifice 
 
 Carried out by man 
 
 To Satisfy God 
 
Christianity –  
  Defined by God 
 
 Carried out by God; God provides the sacrifice 
 
 To Satisfy God 
 
The Problem of Antinomy 
 

 
Reconciling God’s Attributes 

 
Love  Holiness 
 Righteousness  

Grace ↕ Justice 
 Jesus  

Mercy  
The finished Cross of Christ 
fully & completely reconciles 

these attributes. 
 

Wrath 

 
The Grand Conundrum: Jesus being the perfect sacrifice is able to fully provide the propitiation 
to God because He is God. In His sacrifice, perfect love can be extended to sinful man by a 



perfectly Holy God, although man only deserves death and eternal separation from God.  
Similarly, God chooses to extend grace & forgiveness to sinful man although God demands 
Justice because of man’s sin, not only God but to his fellow man. Furthermore, how does God’s 
mercy coincide with God’s wrath or righteous anger? It is all due to the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ and His birth, life, suffering, death, resurrection and ascension.  

 
The world doesn’t want to hear this but, a loving God sends people to hell. 
 
God’s Plan of Salvation: the 2 Who’s 
 Who – Jesus Christ the sacrifice 
 
 Who – the elect 
 
 Who are the elect? How can man be assured of God’s Salvation? 


