
Ungrace is easier to demonstrate than Grace. Aside from the usual sins of lying, cheating, 
stealing, murder, adultery, etc., Ungrace is more likely to show itself through the following ways: 
 Unforgiveness 
 Moral superiority 
 Lack of unity within the Body of Christ 
 Pride – in all of its forms 
 Judgementalism 
 False piety 
 Need to earn God’s approval 
 Self-centeredness 

Lack of self-sacrifice 
 Guilt 
 Anger 
 Lack of Faith 
 Self-loathing or self-hating 
 Impersonality – not being or acting in a personal way 
 “Fairness” 
 False humility 
 Holding on to the “fear” of unknown people or cultures – racism  
 Holding onto past hurts committed by others 
 Showing an unwillingness to accept grace 
  
Rhetorical question: How do we treat sinners? 
 
Brennan Manning - An old Irish priest tells the story of seeing an old peasant kneeling by the side of 
the road to pray. Impressed, the priest says to the peasant, “you must be very close to God.” The 
peasant looks from praying, thinks a moment, then smiles & replies, “yes, he’s very fond of me.” 
 
Phi Yancey – “Grace means there is nothing we can do to make Him [God] love me more or less. “ 
(emphasis mine) 
 
Eugene Peterson, Christian author - Augustine pursued God, starting from Grace. Pelagius sought 
after God through his own works. “Christians tend to be Augustinian in theory but Pelagian in 
practice.” 
 
The Soviet Union fell not through military or politics, but through a grassroots effort of grace: forgiving 
the authorities that tortured & otherwise maimed families, friends & loved ones of dissidents. In 
Poland, marching protesters carried banners proclaiming, “We Forgive.” 
 
Paul Tillich, theologian – forgiveness is remembering the past in order that it may be forgotten. 
 
Gen. Nikolai Stolyarov, V. Chairman of the KGB – “There can be no perestroika apart from 
repentance. The time has come to repent of that past. We have broken the Ten Commandments, and 
for this we pay today.” 
 
Abraham Lincoln when asked whether the South should be punished – “Do I not destroy my enemies 
when I make them my friends.” 
 
M. L. King Jr. – “Forgiveness is not just an occasional act: it is a permanent attitude.” 
 
Paul of Tarsus – “Therefore, there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you 
all are one in Christ Jesus.” 



 
Dorothy Day – “I really only love God as much as I love the person I love the least.” 
 
Mel White, Christian author turned gay activist – “I have learned the distinction between virtuous grief 
and guilty grief.  Both are real, both are excruciating, but the latter is far worse. Virtuous grief, such as 
celibate people feel, knows what it lacks but does not know what it has lost. Guilty grief never stops 
knowing.” 
 
Mel White’s mother’s response when asked what she thought about Christians saying he is an 
abomination – “he may be an abomination, but he’s still our pride and joy.” (see Rom. 3:23) 
 
Anonymous gay man – “As a gay man, I’ve found it’s easier for me to get sex on the streets than to 
get a hug in church.” 
 
Anonymous gay man speaking to Ed Dobson (Jerry Falwell’s right-hand man) after Dobson had spent 
time ministering to HIV positive gays – “We understand where you stand, and know that you do not 
agree with us. But you still show the love of Jesus, and we’re drawn to that.” 
 
Fyodor Dostoevsky – “To love a person, means to see as God intended him to be.” (emphasis mine) 
 
Phil Yancey – “Jesus replaces the 2 assumed categories, righteous and guilty, with 2 different 
categories: sinners who admit and sinner who deny.” 
 
St. Augustine – “Who can be good, if not made so by loving? ... If you but love God you may do as 
you incline.” 
 
Reformed theologian J. Gresham Machen – “A low view of law leads to legalism in religion; a high 
view [of law] makes one a seeker after grace.” 
 
Phil Yancey – “The ultimate effect of legalism is to lower one’s view of God…. The solution to sin is 
not to impose an ever-stricter code of behavior. It is to know God.” 
 
Rhetorical question: Does the concern for morality drown out the message of God’s love for sinful 
man? 
 
Observation by C. S. Lewis – almost all crimes of Christian history have come about when religion is 
confused with politics. Politics, which always runs by the rules of Ungrace, allures us to trade away 
grace for power, a temptation the church has often been unable to resist. 
 
Paul Johnson – “Attempts to perfect Christian societies in this world, whether conducted by popes or 
revolutionaries, have tended to degenerate into red terrors.” 
 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, Scottish missionary to India – “The project of bringing heaven down to earth 
always results in brining hell up from below.” 
 
Garry Wills, historian, speaking of the United States – the first nation to separate Christianity from 
government produced perhaps the most religious nation on earth. 
 
Phil Yancey – “Who is my enemy? ... If my activism, however well-motivated, drives out love, then I 
have misunderstood Jesus’ gospel. I am stuck with law, not the gospel of grace. … The world thirsts 
for grace. When grace descends, the world falls silent before it.” 


