
“Living by the Book” by Howard Hendricks 
 
Session 2:  The Importance of Observation 
 
OBSERVATION 
 
What do I SEE? What are the facts? 
 
All of us see different things at any given time.  It’s not a question of who’s right & who’s not.  It’s just 
that we all “see” differently. 
 
What do we need to do?  We need to learn HOW to read.  We all know how to LOOK but do we know 
how to read?  It’s like knowing how to HEAR but not necessarily LISTEN. 
 
We all Need to Learn to Read… 

• Better & Faster – not just reading fast for the sake of reading fast but to be able to 
COMPREHEND MORE of the text in less time.  Dr Hendricks recommends the book “How to 
Read a Book” by Mortimer Adler.  You can read this book online at this web address:  
 
http://cyberspacei.com/greatbooks/h2/how2read/h2r_001.htm 
 

• As for the first time! 
Familiarity can breed ignorance. How many times, when re-reading a book or article do we 
skim past those parts that we think we “know?”   
Look for the WOW! Factor.   
Read using different translations. If you speak a second or third language, you know that 
words & phrases can be translated a little differently. The words may differ, but the thought 
remains true. The Word will come alive to you as you may never have read it! 
 

• As a Love letter. 
The Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is God’s love letter to YOU. 
YOU are HIS creation, the apple of His eye, created in His image 

 
How is all of this observation applied?  It is a Discipline.  It takes time. 
 
We don’t read God’s Word just for knowledge.  Knowledge is not the end.  Knowledge of God’s Word 
is the MEANS to touching others. 
 
Are we wanting to be a mushroom overnight or a mighty oak that grows strong & is able to better 
weather the storms of life over many years? 
 
Bible Study is one of the 5 Disciplines of the Laws of Spiritual Growth: 

1. Prayer 
2. Journaling 
3. Bible Study 
4. Solitude 
5. Service 

 


