
“Living by the Book” by Howard Hendricks 
 
Session 3:  How to Observe 
 
There are 6 Keys to Observation when looking at God’s Word.   
 
We Look for things that are: 
 
1. Emphasized 
What is being Emphasized in the text? 
Each & every book of the Bible has an emphasis.  We can also call them Themes or stated 
purposes. 
Look for the amount of space dedicated to a particular topic. 
Order or strategic placement of material. 
Movement from lesser to greater & vice versa.  Where is the pivotal point in the book? 
 

2. Repeated 
Repetition is a powerful learning as well as teaching tool.  Repetition reinforces key elements. 
Look for what’s being repeated: 
    Terms or phrases 
    Characters 
    Incidents & circumstances 
    Patterns – such as parallels between old testament characters & Jesus 
New Testament use of Old Testament passages or prophesy 
 

3. Related 
Things that have some type of connection or interaction with each other.  Look for what’s 
related: 
Movement from the general to the specific. 
Questions & answers 
Cause & effect 
 

4. Alike 
Similarity between 2 or more things or events brings almost instant attention.  Look for what is 
alike through: 
Similes – using key words such as “like” or “as” 
Metaphors – comparisons not using “like” or “as” 
 

5. Un-like 
Rather than similarity or comparison there is contrast.  Look for things that are unlike through: 
The word “but” 
Metaphors 
Irony – see Luke 8:45, when in a pressing crowd, Jesus asks, “who touched me?” 
 

6. True to Life 
How can this Bible character’s predicament or triumph be fleshed out today? 
Use your mind to paint a mental picture of what is happening in the Scripture you are reading. 
How does this Scripture that I am reading right now apply to me today? 
Think of how we relate to men & women and their situations in the Bible such as Moses, 
David, Ruth, Peter, John Mark 

 



How do we apply what Dr. Hendricks has taught us today?   
 
Why is there a bias against reading the Bible? 
1. You shouldn’t have to think about things! Mental effort is required. 
2. There is a general suspicion of “universal truth,” especially those truths that are presented by 
the Bible. 

 
Bible Study requires… 
 
1. Extended reading over a long period of time utilizing meditation & mental effort. 
2. Allowing the Scriptures to have & to provide the Ultimate authoritative explanation for my life. 
3. A willingness to being counter-cultural. Especially when today’s culture doesn’t believe in 
“absolute truths.” To many people, everything is relative or they have the attitude, ”what may 
be true for you isn’t true for me.” 

 


