
“Living by the Book” by Howard Hendricks 
 
Session 6:  Application – HOW does it work? 
 
If we DID read & study God’s Word, on a regular, faithful basis, what would we do with that 
knowledge?  What practical difference would it make in our lives?  God’s Word DOES work, but 
HOW do we allow it to work in our daily lives. 
 
Of the 3 steps to bible study – Observation, Interpretation & Application – Application is the most 
important, but the most neglected. 
 
Observation + Interpretation LESS Application = Abortion.  An Abortion of the purposes that God 
has in HIS mind for His children – both as individuals and as the body of Christ. 
 
Interpretation is ONE; Application is many.  There is only one ultimate interpretation of a passage 
of Scripture; it doesn’t change.  However GOD intended HIS Word to mean, it means just that 
Forever.  BUT, we can never cease the process of applying Biblical truth in our lives. 
 
The purpose of Bible study is not for me to get through the Scriptures, but for the Scriptures to get 
INTO me.  Although we may have read through the Bible many times, have we been changed?  
Are we “lead to godliness” – (Titus 1:1)? God’s Word is for Transformation not entertainment. 
 
Four SUBSTITUTES for Application – common mistakes that we make. 
 
1. Substitute Interpretation for Application 
we settle for knowledge rather than experience 
we are individually responsible for putting God’s Word into action (Luke 6:46) 
without application, we sin 
 

2. Substitute superficial obedience for significant life-change 
where are the blind-spots in our lives? 
are we fooling ourselves in a particular aspect of our lives? 
are we partially obedient? 
 

3. Substitute rationalization for repentance 
transformation is hard & unnatural – we naturally resist change in our lives 
what are we doing with the sin in our lives? 
are we getting more comfortable having sin live or rule in our lives? 
 

4. Substitute emotional experiences for a purposeful change 
God’s Word can & does bring up emotions, but what’s the impact? 
are we satisfied just being exposed to the Scriptures or will we volitionally make a change in 
our lives? (James 1:21 – 25) 

 
 
4 Steps of Application 
 
1. Know – the Bible & yourself 
a. know the interpretation of the text 
have we properly observed all of what the text is saying? 



an erroneous interpretation will lead to an erroneous application 
a correct interpretation will (more probable) lead to a correct application 
the better we understand the meaning of the text, the better we will be able to apply it to our 
lives as we become more Christ-like 
b. know myself first 
understand your personal assets (what God has given you or already done for you) as well 
as your personal liabilities (the “faults” that God wants to develop by faith) – 1 Tim. 4:16 
we are not able to help others apply Biblical Truth to their lives if we first haven’t applied 
those same Truths to our own life 
Rom. 12:3 – having a proper knowledge of ourselves helps prevent having an exaggerated 
(better than we are) view or distorted (worse than we are – Satan’s lie) view 
 

2. Relate – how do we relate to others in our spheres of influence 
since we have become new creations, 2 Cor. 5:17, we must allow Jesus Christ to invade 
every aspect of our lives – home, work, spousal, thought, etc. 
our personal growth in Christ is a process, but it is a dynamic (constantly moving) process 
 
“The Working Word” – new insights & impacts of God’s Word in our lives: 
 
a. New Relationship with God – it is now personal & intimate 
b. New Relationship with Self – we see ourselves as God now sees us; saved & right 
because of the Cross of Christ 
c. New Relationship with Others – we now treat others as God wants us to treat & love them 
d. New Relationship with the Enemy – Satan is now our enemy, not our leader; we’ve 
changed sides in the battle 
 
God’s Word exposes our sin – the Word shows us our sin & how to deal with it, 2 Tim. 3:16 
God’s Word provides promises – what we can expect from & rely on God to do in our lives 
God’s Word gives us commands – we have conditions that we must meet in our relationship 
to God that lead to health & life 
God’s Word provides examples – we can clearly see how others throughout history have 
“walked through the mine field” before us; what to do or what not to do 

 
Is the Christian life difficult?  No. The Christian life is impossible!  The Christian life is only possible 
by a complete reliance on God & His Holy Word.  Our lives must be supernatural. 
 
Next week:  the remaining 2 steps in applying God’s Word: Meditation & Practice 


