
“Living by the Book” by Howard Hendricks 
 
Wrapping it up:  So what? 
 
Making sense of the Bible in today’s daily living.  Is there a one to one correspondence between 
the Bible, written & compiled thousands of years ago and contemporary issues such as abortion, 
euthanasia, genetic engineering, public education, health insurance, AIDS, etc?  No. 
 
Why was the Bible written?  
 
Primary subject is God’s relationship between Himself and His creation.  Our responsibility is to 
work out those implications in our daily lives.  God provides the principles. 
 
Principle – a succinct statement of universal truth.  These are general & not necessarily specific.   
 
Examples of God’s principles: Respecting government & God’s ability to raise up or remove 
governments for His purposes. Fidelity in marriage.  God loves the world.  God hates sin.  The 
principle of sowing & reaping.  The need to pray for others. 
 
Principles can be promises or commands. 
 
Principles that Govern Principles: 
 

1. Principles should correlate with the general teaching of Scripture 
comparing Scripture with Scripture 
what does other Scripture say about the same topic – many passages can be used to 
reinforce that principle; likewise, lack of Scripture on a topic  
errors occur when we use God’s Word to justify what another passage clearly condemns 
 

2. Principles should speak to the needs, interests, questions & problems of real life 
today 
we need to understand our own culture 
Who do we need to be praying for?  What needs do we need to be praying about? 
 

3. Principles should indicate a course of action 
good ideas are useless unless put into action 
when, where and how am I going to apply this principle? 

 
God’s Principles allow us to multiply God’s Truths 
 
Where do we begin this Life Change Process?  Do the emotions of the moment lead to actions that 
conform us to Christ?  Are we going to change or are we just going to have good intentions? 
 
3 Steps in Making the Change: 
 

1. Make a decision to change 
what are your personal objectives? 
what will you look like at the end of the process?  Are you – am I – afraid of the change that 
will happen? 
objectives need to be clear & demonstrable – if so, more likely to be accomplished; if fuzzy, 



less likely; small steps first, then larger 
example:  “I want to evangelize more & reach the world for Christ” vs. “I want to witness to 
my next door neighbors” 
are we settling for “de-caffeinated” Christianity? 
 

2. Come up with a Plan 
what will it take to make this change? 
hard but true:  failing to plan is planning to fail 
“how” will this happen 
come up with specific ways to accomplish the plan 
 

3. Follow thru 
GET STARTED! 
write it down 
have an accountability partner 
evaluate 
Share your results with others! 

 
“Work out you salvation with fear and trembling.  For it is God who is at work in you, both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure” - Philippians 2:12-13.  God provides His resources to transform 
us all to the image of Jesus. 
 
Are we students rather than spectators?  Are we passive or do we participate?  Are we learning as 
opposed to just listening? 
 


